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FOR LEMAY FROM POWER, FEASIBILITY OF PEACETIME LAUNCH FOR
ICBM OPERATIONAL SITES, THIS MESSAGE IN TWO PARTS,

PART 1, I am deeply concerned that a recent JCS Paper (JCSM-765-63,
dated 4 Oct 1963) coneluded that launching Minuteman Misgsiles from
exigting operational sites 18 not acceptable, due to safety and
International Political considerations. In view of the importance
of determining true reliability of our ECEM gystems, I urge a
ree¢valuation of the JCS position. I am advised that the Air Force
concluded safety risks involved 1in liquld fueled ICBM operational
site launches are acceptable. It should be noted that the proposed
Minuteman launch from Malmstrom AFB 1s less hazardous than either
the Atlas "F" or the Titan II, In view of the success of the
Minuteman demonstration and shakedown operation (DASQO) tests and
the operational test (OT) program at Vandenberg AFB, 1t 18 my
opinion that mystem rellabllity can no longer be considered g
1imiting factor.

PART 2, I solicit your personal support 1n expediting approval

from JCS and DOD for conducting launches from operational sites.
It 18 further requested that I be advised of DOD reaction to the
JCS paper on operational site launchings. (GP-4)
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