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RELEASED IN. FULL :

MEMORANDUM OF JUSTIFICATION CONCERNING HUMAN
_ RIGHTS CONDITIONS WITH RESPECT TO ASSISTANCE FOR .
COLOMBIAN ARMED FORCES

Section 563 of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Related
‘Programs Appropriations Act, Division D, Consolidated Appropriations Act,
' 2004 (P.L. 108-199) (“FOAA™) establishes conditions under which
assistance using funds appropriated under the FOA A may be made available
for the Colombian Armed Forces. In particular, section 563(a)(1) allows
~ that up to 75 percent of funds may be obligated prior to a determination and
. certification by the Secretary of State pursuant to paragraph (2), which in
turn provides that up to 12.5 percent of such funds may be obligated only
. after the Secretary of State has made a certification and report with respect -
- to certain human rights and paramilitary related conditions. The remaining
funds may be obligated after July 31, 2004, if the Secretary of State makes a
certxﬁcatlon described in section 563(a)(3) .

This memorandum prcmdes the justification for the Secretary of
State’s Determination that the factors in section 563(a)(2) have been met and -
specifically that the Colombian Government or Armed Forces either are, or
have made substantial progress in:

L4 Suspendmg members of the Armed Forces, of whatever rank credlbly

alleged to have committed gross violations of human rights or to have
. aided or abetted paramilitary organizations;

o Vigorously i investigating and prosecuting members of the Armed Forces -
of whatever rank, credibly alleged to have committed gross violations of
human rights. or. to have aided or abetted paramilitary orgamzatlons ‘and
promptly punishing those found to have done so.

» Cooperating with civilian prosecutors and judicial authorities in such
cases; -

e Severing links with paramilitary organizations; and

¢ Dismantling par'amilitary lcadership and financial networks,

Before addressing each of the conditions required for a determination
described in section 563(a)(2), a broader review reveals a complex picture,
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‘with significant progress in many areas, but also with more work remammg
to be done. '

. During the period: January—August 2004, since the Secretaxy s
' previous certification, the Colombian Government has continued to
. implement its Democratic Security Policy, a broad and integrated strategy to
' restore security, democracy, and effective state control to all parts of
. Colombian territory. Progress in this ambitious program mcludes a number
of positive developments:

* By February 2004, Colombian National Police were stationed in all
of Colombia’s municipalities (roughly equivalent to U.S. counties);
When President Alvaro Uribe took officé in August 2002,.158 of

. the 1098 municipalities in Colombia had no police presence. -

e . According to the Colombian Ministry of Defense, from January to
July 2004, the military captured 2,681 paramilitaries, an increase

. of 64 percent from 2003.

® During the same period, there were 12,400 murders, a dechne of
10 percent from 2003, and 896 kidnappings, a reduction of 40
percent. There were 30 percent fewer terrorist attacks and 43
percent fewer massacres. .

* Peace negotiations with several paramilitary groups continued,
aimed at improving security by eventually demobilizing and
removing from the battlefield as many as 12,000 fighters.

Since the previous certification in January 2004, relations between the = -
Colombian government and human rights groups went through a period of
tension, in part because President Uribe made several public statements
critical of non-governmental organizations (NGOs). However, relations
have recently improved after President Uribe met with a number of NGOs
and made public statements reaffirming the value of their work.

In an address to the senior leadership and members of the Armed
- Forces on August 6, 2004, President Uribe urged the Colombian military to
iricrease its actions to protect all Colombians, including those who may
disagree-with policies of his government. This was a clear effort to establish
* amore positive working atmosphere with NGOs critical of his programs.
He also noted the significant improvements in overall national security
- figures, but recognized that improved statistics are not enough. Uribe said
““the soldiers of our country, the commariders, even I as President, we cannot :
. say to a family hit by murder or a kidnapping of a loved one that the I
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. " statistics have improved. What we need is to effectively protect all the
families of the nation so that there are no more murders, there are no more
kidnappings.”

President Uribe further reaffirmed his commitment to promoting
human rights in Colombia in his response to a letter raising human rights .
_concerns from 23 U.S. Sénators in August 2004. Uribe stated, “My
administration highly values the work of the individuals and organizations
that are committed to promoting and iipholding human rights in my country.
They can count on the State to provide whatéver guarantees are > necessary to ;
perform their tasks, be they friends or opponents of the current”
administration. We value and respect their efforts but - as pertains to any
.~ democratic and pluralist government -- we reserve the right to disagree with-
their reports.” In the same letter, President Uribe also noted that his
government is dedicated to eliminating collaboration between members of
the Armed Forces and paramilitaries, is concerned about the problem of
impunity, and is Working on judici‘al reforms.

In July and August, President Uribe met on. separate occasions with _
Humian Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and a group of Colombian
“human rights orgamzatlons to express his respect for their work and his
commitment to improving human rights in Colombia. Minister of Defense
Jorge Uribe and the military High Command also held productive meetings -
- with human rights organizations and pledged improved communication and
ccooperation in the future. :

Ina demonstratlon of the Government of Colombia’s ongoing
commitment to improve professionalism, eliminate corruption, and sever
military-paramilitary ties, General Carreno, commander of the Colombian-
Army, used his d1$cret10nary authority to remove 500 members of the Army

“during the first six months of 2004. Some of those dismissed were accused
of human rights abuses or ties to illegal armed groups. Those dismissed
from Service include 67 officers, 131 noncommissioned officers, and 311

soldiers. Use of this discretionary authority for dismissal protects the RIS

Ministty of Defense from lawsuits in cases where there may not be enough
evidence to allow for full prosecution.

The Colomblan government has accepted responsibility for violations .
* of human rights by past governments in two high-profile cases. In May
2004, an Administrative Court in Arauca ruled that the Colombian
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government must pay $725,000 in damages to the survivors of a 1998
-bombing in Santo Domingo, Arauca, which resulted.in the deaths of 18
people. In July 2004, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights found that
- the Colombian government shared responsibility for the murders of 19
merchants by paramilitaries in Puerto Boyaca, Boyaca department, on
"October6, 1987. The rulmg obliges Colombia to meet 23 conditions, -
including pubhcly récognizing.its responsibility in the events; paying $6.5

' "mllhon compensation to the victims' relatives, and reopening the criminal

- investigation, so as to punish those responsible for the massacre. .President -
Uribe immediately and publicly accepted the verdict, saying that Colombia-
is “a country of laws that respects court decisions.”

.+ . Although the Secretary has determined that the efforts of the
Govemment of Colombia and-the Colombian Armed Ferces justify

- certification at this.time, more needs to be dene to protect human rights and

~ tosever Imhtary—paralmlltary ties. President Alvaro Uribe and his _

i Admlmstratlon have stated repeatedly, both publicly and in discussions with
U.S. government officials, their comrmtment to further improving the human
’ nghts situation in Colombla

The Umted States takes senously all reports of human rights abuses,
and we are commltted to continue working with the Governmet of
Colombia on concrete measures that it should take to make further progress
in improving the human rights performance of its Arined Forces and in
severing military ties with paramilitary groups. The State Department and
" Embassy Bogota also consult regularly with nongovernmental organizations
and civil society groups regarding: Colombia’s human nghts performance
and cons1der their mput carefully before making a dems1on on certification.

Followmg is a more detailed discussion of the Colombian
government’s and Armed Forces’ compliance with each of the conditions for
certification contained in section 563(a)(2)
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Section 563 (a)tZ)(A) re'quires a determination that:

The Commander General of the Colombian Armed Forces i is
suspending from the Armed Forces those members, of whatever
rank who, according to tlie Minister of Defense or the .
Procuraduria General de Ia Nacion, have been credibly alleged to
have committed gross violations of haman rights, including extra- .
]lldlClal klllmgs, or to have alded or abetted paramlhtary
orgamzatlons.

"The c1v1han Inspector General’s Office (Procuraduria) conducts
dlsc1p11nary mvestigations and can impose administrative sanctions,
including suspension or dismissal, on miilitary personnel. The Inspector
General has the authority to order the provisional suspension of personnel
during the investigation of offenses involving gross misconduct. Under
Colombia’s Military Criminal Justice Code, the Inspector General’s Office
is required to exercise oversight of the military legal system. Colombian
military mvestlgators immediately notify the Inspector General’s Office of
the opening of any criminal investigation by military legal authorities of
military personnel and provide the Inspector General thh regular updates
throughout the investigation. :

Between January and August 2004, the Inspector General’s Office
ordered suspensions in the following cases:

D Army Captain Gonzalo Enrique Calderon Reyes was sentenced to a *
90-day suspension on January 29, 2004 for his involvement in torture of
two civilians. :

2) Army Sergeant John Parra was sentenced to 90-day suspension on’
April 6, 2004 for his involvement in two civilian deaths.

3) Army Lieutenant Over Puche was sentenced to 90-day suspension on
April 6, 2004 for his involvement i m two civilian deaths.

4) Army Infantryman Samuel Leon was sentenced to 90-day suspension
on April 6 2004 for his involvement in two cwlhan deaths.

5) Army Infantryman Nel Rodriguez was sentenced to 90- day suspens10n
on April 6, 2004 for his mvolvement m two civilian deaths.
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6) Army Lieutenant Colonel Rafael Alfonso Hani Jimeno was sentenced

" to 2 90-day suspension on April 12,2004 for failing to protect the civilian

.population in Buga and Tulua municipalities Valle de Cauca Department
from paramilitaries in 1999.

*7) Army Soldier Odazzil Camacho Villalobo was sentenced to a 90- ~-day -
suspensmn on May 1, 2004 for his participation in the kllhng of a young
" man in Santander Department in 2000.

" 8) Army C'aptain Fernando'Campuzano Vasquez was sentenced to an
80-day suspension on June 18, 2004 for failing to prevent a 1999
- 'paramilitary massacre in La Gabarra, Norte de Santander.

9) Army Sergeant Octavio de J esus Franco Puerta was sentencedtoa
90-day suspension on August 27, 2004 for his role in the death of a 12-
year old girl during mlhtary operatlons in Arauca in June 2001,

10) Army Solider Evelio Cuartas Ortiz was sentenced to a 90 -day
suspension on August 27, 2004 for his role in the.death of a 12-year old -
g1r1 during mlhtary operatlons in Araiica in June 2001.

11) Army Soldler Omar Alzate Garcla was sentenced to a 90-day
suspension on August 27, 2004 for his role in the death of 2 IZ-ycar old
girl during military operations in Arauca in June 2001

- 12) Army Soldier Eduardo Morales Consuegra was sentenced to a 90-
day suspension on August 27, 2004 for his role in the death of a 12-year
old girl during military operauons i Aranca in June 2001.

13). Army Soldier Fabio Arias Florez was senitenced to a 90-day
suspension on August.27, 2004 for his role in the death 6f a 12-year old
girl during m111tary operations in Arauca in June 2001.

The Prosecutor General’s Office (Fiscalia) is responsible for the
- criminal investigation and prosecution of military personnel alleged-to have
committed violations of human rights or to have aided or abetted
paramilitaries.
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Under Article 359 of Colombia’s Code of Criminal Procédure, all
government institutions, including the Armed Forces, are required to
suspend from duty at the request of the Prosecutor Gencral's Office any
public servant against whom the Prosecutor General's Office has issued an
order for preventive detention. When the Prosecutot General’s Office orders

‘an indjvidual in the Armed Forces to be “preventively’ detained,” the Armed
Forces either holds that individual incustody at a military facility or turns
him over to civilian authorities. As.used below, suspension refers to
suspension under Colombian law, which means removal from active duty

and a fifty percent reductlon in pay. -

The Prosecutor General’s Office issues an-order for preventive
detention during its investigation of a case, prior to formally charging a
suspect with a crime. Under Colombian ¢riminal procedure, credible
evidence warranting the issuance of a preventive detention order (medida de
aseguramiento) is defined as “at least two reliable pieces of évidence
developed in an investigation linking the suspect to a crime.” The
Prosecutor General’s Office will make a request for suspension of the
suspect once a preventive detention order has been issued.

The Human Rights Unit of the Prosecutor General's Office reports that
between January and August 2004 it issued nine orders for the preventive -
detention of military personnel credibly alleged to have committed gross
human nghts violations or to have collaborated with paramlhtanes

Of the twelve mlhtary personnel identified in the January 2004 report
as-having been detained and suspended by the Armed Forces between July
and December 2003, eight remain in preventivé detention and suspended as
of -August 2004, pending further investigation, and three have had trial
proceedings initiated against them.” The twelfth soldler Angel Fernando
Pefia Avila, was exonerated and freed.

According to the Prosecutor General's Office, the Armed Forces
complied with the order for the preventive detention of each individual when
notified, and suspended the military persormel involved when asked to do so.
In addition, between January and August 2004, nine military personnel were
indicted and had trial proceedings initiated against them in civilian courts;
These cases are listed in section 563(2)(2)(B). :
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The following individuals were in preventlve detenhon and suspended
between January and August 2004:

1) Army Sergeant Wilson Gonzalez Echeverria was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued March 16, 2004
on credible evidence of kldnappmg

' 2) Army Sergeant Fredy Ba]doi'nero Rodriguez Cardenas was detained
and suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued July 27,
2004 on cred1b1e evidence of aggravated hom101de

3) Army Sergeant John Fredy Cardenas Trejos Echeverria was detained
“and suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued August 24,
2004 on credible evidence of sellmg weapons to pararmhtanes

4) Army Sergeant Gustavo Moreno Martinez was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued August 24, 2004
. on credible evidence of sellmg weapons to paramlhtanes

5) Army Sergeant Martin Ehas Humanez Sllva was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued August 24,2004
on credible evidence of selling weapons to paramilitaries. -

6) Army Sergeant Juan Carlos Castillo RIOS was detained and suspended
upon an order of preventive detention issued August 24, 2004 on credele
evidence of selling weapons to. paramilitaries,

7) Army Licutenant Juan Pable Ordonez Cafion was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued September 6,
2004 on credible evidence of aggravated homicide for the klllmg of three
_ trade umomsts in the Arauca department

8) Army Soldier Oscar Sa_ul Tata Hernindez Suarez was detained and

. suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued September 6,
2004 on credible evidence of aggravated homicide for the k1111ng of three
trade umomsts in the Arauca department. - - .

9) Army Soldier Jhon Alejandro Hernindez Susrez was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued September 6,
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2004 on credible evidence of aggravated homlmde for the k]lhng of three
trade unionists in the Arauca department.

The followmg individuals remain suspended as noted in the January 2004
memorandum of Justlﬁcatlon

10) 'An:'_ny Secbnd Sergeant Roiber Humberto Gutierrez Montero
-11)  Army Major Javiér Alberto Carreno Vargas R .
12) Army Lieutenant Jiion Fredy Cadavid Acevedo
13) . Army Solder Uriel Olaya Grajales ,
14) - Army Soldier Jose Misael Valero Santana
'15) ~Army Soldier Jairo Humberto Gonzalez Cuellar .
16) - Army Solider Marco Tulio Calderon Cegtia
. 17) Army Solider Dommgo Calderon Adan
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Section 563(a)(2)(B) requires a determination that:

The Colombian ‘Government is vigorously investigating and
prosecuting those members of the Colombian Armed Forces, of
whatever rank, who have been credibly alleged to havé committed
gross violations of human rights, including extra-judicial Kkillings,
or to have aided or abetted paramilitary organizations, and is
promptly punishing those members of the Colombian Armed. -
Forces found to have committed such violations of human rights
or to have aided or abetted paramilitary organizations.

The Human Rights Unit of the Prosecutor General’s Office is the lead
‘Colombian Government agency in the investigation and prosecution of -
military personnel who have committed violations of human rights ot have
colluded with paramilitaries. '

Significant reforms have been underway at the Prosecutor General’s
" Office since February 2004, when Colombian media reports revealed
- evidence of corruption and paramilitary infiltration in the institution.
Prosecutor General Luis Camilo Osorio quickly dismissed several senior
officials implicated in the scandal, including the administrative director of
the Prosecutor General’s Office, the head of the Witness Protection program,
-and the director of the Cucuta regional office. At least two-other senior
‘officials resigned. Osorio implemented a $eries of polygraph examinations
. for more than 150 senior officials and any prosecutors assigned to sensitive
. units, including employees of the Anti-Narcotics and Maritime Interdiction
‘ . unit, the Witness Protection Program, and the Financial Analysis unit. ‘He
also creatéd an Internal Investigation unit to help investigate and prevent
such corruption in the future. o

- . President Uribe has acknowledged that judicial reform is needed in
Colombid. ‘In his August 2004 letter to 23 U.S. Senators, he said, “impunity
" . and the shortcomings of the judicial system are a major concern of this
‘administration.” He noted that the government of Colombia is working to
resolve the problems in the justice system by moving to an accusatory
system with oral trials starting in 2005. President Uribe signed into law on
August 31, 2004 4 new criminal procedure code, which will transform the
. Colombian criminal justice system into n oral accusatory style system. One
of the reasons for the transition is to have more effectivé criminal
investigations and prosécutions as well as quicker disposition of cases.
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: There was one significant verdict during the period since the previous
certification. On January 30, 2004 a judge in Antioquia sentenced Army -
Sergeants Sandro Fernando Barrerro and Humberto Blandon Vargas to 40
years in prison each for the January 2000 kidnapping and murder of two
. demobilized ex-ELN guerrillas. B : :

However, two cases in which the Government has not taken the
opportunity to send a clear message regarding impunity for human rights
violations and collaboratién with the paramilitaries remain troubling.

-On March 4 the Prosecutor General's Office closed its case against

. General Rito Alejo Del Rio, reportedly due to lack of evidence. - Del Rio had '
been arrested by the Prosecutor General's Office on July 24, 2001 for

. allegedly establishing paramilitary groups. ‘The dismissal of charges. against

* him angered many human rights groups and civil society activists. The US -
‘State Department confirined in March 2004 that Del Rio's US visa had been
revoked pursuant to sections of the Immigration and Nationality Act related
to drug trafficking and terrorist activities. :

While we are pleased that trial proceedings continue against General

Jaime Uscategui on charges of omission of duty causing aggravated
homicide and aggravated kidnapping in the 1997 Mapiripan massacre, we
are concerned at the amount of time this trial is taking, as well as the

_indictment of Colonel (retired) Hernan Orozco in the same case. Orozco is
widely considered to have been the “whistle-blower” in this incident. We
have asked appropriate Colombian authorities to review the case against
Orozco, especially in view of the iessage his prosecution sends regarding
military cooperation with civilian judicial authorities.

. In addition to the military personnel placed under preventive detention
. as listed in section 564(a)(2)(A), between January and August 2004 nine
military personnel were indicted (resoluciones dé acusacién) and had trial
- proceedings initiated against thém in civilian courts: ' '

-1) Army Soldier Raul Emilio Lizcano Ortiz was indicted J anuary 19,
2004 on charges of aggravated homicide, terrorism, and conspiracy to
collaborate with paramilitaries during the 1998 La Cabuya massacre. He
was detained and suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued
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February 21, 2003 as noted in the July 7, 2003 memorandum of
justification. .

. 2) Army Soldier Carlos Alberto Perez Pallares was indicted as a result of
- an order issued January 19, 2004 to initiate trial proceedings on charges
of aggravated hom101dc

3) Army Corporal Rodngo Esteban Benavides Ospina was indicted as a
. result of an order issued February 24, 2004 to initiate trial proceedings on
- charges of aggravated homicide, conspiracy to commlt robbery, robbery,
and illegal possession of weapons :

4) Army Corporal Arturo Alexander Pinedo Rivadeneira was indicted
as a result of an order issued February 24, 2004 to initiate trial
proceedings on charges of aggravated homlmde robbery, and. 1llega1
possession of weapons.

.5) Army Lieutenant Colonel Orlando Hernando Pulido Rojas was
indicted as a result of an order issued Fetiruary 27, 2004.to initiate trial .-
- preceedings on charges of aggravated multiple homicide and conspiracy
to collaborate with paramilitaries during the 1998 La Cabuya massacre.
He was detained and suspended upon an order of preventive detention
issued March 4, 2003, as noted in the July 7, 2003 memorandum of
Justxﬁcatlon ’

6) Army Captain Gustavo Rengifo Moreno was indicted May 18, 2004
. on charges of homicide, terrorism, and conspiracy to collaborate with
paramilitaries for the June 2000 murder of a mayoral candidate and her
daughter i in San Alberto, Cesar." :

T Army Captain Edgar Mauricio Arbelaez Sanchez was indicted as a
result of an order issued May 27, 2004 to initiate trial proceedings on -
charges of aggravated homicide and conspiracy. He was detained and -
suspended vipon an order of preventive detention issued September 17,
2003, as noted in the J anuary 2004 memorandum of justification.

8) Army Corporal Edgar Ennque Marquez Martinez was indicted as a
result of an order issued May 27, 2004 to initiate trial proceedings on
charges of aggravated homicide and conspiracy. He was detamed and
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suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued September 26,
2003, as noted in.the J anuary 2004 memorandum of justification.

. 9) Army Second Sergeant Arqulmedes Vargas Coca was-indicted as a.
result of an order issued May 28, 2004 to initiate trial proceedings on
charges of aggravated homicide and conspiracy for the J anuary 2003 -

‘murder of Judge Marilis Hinojosa Suarez. He was detained and
suspended upon an order of preventive detention issued June 19, 2003 as
noted in the January 2004 memorandum of ]ustlﬁcatlon :

Trial proceedmgs continue against the follovnng individuals whose cases.
were listed in the memorandum accompanylng the January 2004
certification: s

10) Army Sergeant Garzon Edgar Garcia
11) Army Lieutenant Gustavo Adolfo Gutierrez Barragan

. 12) Army Seldier Orbien Giraldo Sanabria ,
13) Army Soldier Juan de Jesus Garcia Walteros
14) ~ Army Soldier Serglo Fernandez Romero :
-15)  Army General Jaime Humberto Uscategui (re‘ured)
16)  Air Force Captain Cesar Romero Pradilla
17) Air Force Lieutenant Johan Jimenez Vilencia
18) _Alr Force Technician Mario Hernandez Acosta
19) Army Captain Jorge Alexander Sanchez Castro
20) ~ Army Soldier Carlos Alberto Buila Bolafios
21) ArmySecond Corporal Jorge Bedoya Ayala
22) Army Second Corporal Wilson Caviedes Saenz

- 23) Army Solider Arnoldo Gutierrez Barrios

- 24) Army Captain Jaime Qumtero Valencia

. 25) . Ariny Professional Soldier Fary Zuniga Otero
26) Army Soldier Luis Salomon Puerto Acero
27) Army Soldier Juan Carlos Vasquez
28) Army Lieutenant Mihaly Istvan Jurko Vasquez
29) Army Sergeant Hugo Moreno Pena_
30) Army Second Corporal Pedro Barrera Cipagauta

Trial proceedings have ended against-two military officials mentioned
in the January 2004 report. The charges against Army Second Sergeant’
. Waldo Quintero Cuervo were dropped on appeal. Army Soldier Luis
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" Hiimberto Arteaga Gidrcia escaped and a warrant has been issued for his-
arrest

From J anuary to August 2004 the Inspector General’s Office charged-
. " nineteen members of the Armed Forces with human rights offenses in six
- separate cases. Of these individuals, one was a colonél, two were licutehant
colonels, three were majors, and one was a captain. The Inspector General
reports that during this period, it had 118 total open mvestlgatlons against .
- members of the Armed Forces.
The Inspector General s Ofﬁce finished its mvestlgatlons and ordered
d1s01phnary suspensions in-eight cases (see preceding section.) It ordered
. other d1s01plma1y sanctions against the following mxhtary personnel:

1) Army. Lleuten'ant Colonel Jorge Plazas Acevedo was sentenced to .
removal from the Armed Services on April 15, 2004 for having participated -
in forced dlsappearances k1dnapp1ng for ransom, and obstructlon of justice.

2) Army Captain Vlcente Cortes Benav1des was fined 90 days salary on
July 12, 2004 for his mvolvement n two k:llhngs
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Section 563(a)(2)(C) requires a determination that:

The Colombian Armed Forces have made substantial progress in
cooperating with civilian prosecutors and judicial authorities i in
such cases (including providing requested information, such as
the identity of persons. suspended from the Armed Forces and the
. nature and cause of the suspension, and access to witnesses,
relevant nuhtary documents, and other requested information).

The Mmlster of Defense has designated the Coordinator of the Armed
Forces’ Group of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law as the -
Tiaison between civilian authorities and the Armed Forces. Additionally, to
ensure cooperation on the regional and local levels, the directors of the
Human Rights offices of the Armed Forces liaise with the representatives of
the Inspector General’s (Procuraduria) and Prosecutor General’s (F 1sca11a)

" Offices in their respectlve jurisdictions. ' '

‘ Elba Beatriz Silva, director of the Human Rights Unit of the

~ Prosecutor General's Office, in a letter dated June 18, 2004, certified that the
Armed Forces-provided full cooperation in its investigations. The Armed
Forces cooperated in apprehending and detaining suspects and aided the
investigations by facilitating the gathering of evidence, aiding the
‘investigation, and assjsting in judicial procedures. Similarly, Edgardo Jose
Maya Villazon, Inspector General of the Republic of Colombia, certified
that the Armed Forces fully cooperated with the Procuraduria’s
investigations.

The Supreme Council of the Jud1c1ary (CSJ) resolves jurisdictional -
disputes between military and civilian prosecutors based ori whether the
alleged crime involved is related to military service or not. Colombian law
defines gross violations of human rights as hot being an “act of service” and
therefore punishable in the civilian justice system. Military personnel
charged with a crime by civilian authorities may also challerige the
- jurisdiction of the civilian court. The Ministry of Defense and civilian

judicial officials agree that nnhtary courts respect the decisions of the CSJ as
'to which has jurisdiction. . :

From January through August 2004, the CSJ ruled on eight
]UIISdICthIlal dlsputes related to cases of human rights violations or aiding
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- and abettmg paramilitaries. Of these, seven cases were transferred to the
civilian 3ud101ary and one was assigned to the military Jud1c1ary

In May 2004 an Administrative Court m Araucaruled that the
Colombian government must pay $725,000 in damages to the survivors of a
- .~1998 bombing in Santo Domingo, Arauca that resulted in the deaths of 18
people. A Colombian Air Force helicopter is believed to have mistakenly
dropped a cluster bomb on innocent civilians in the midst of an attack-on
FARC guerillas. A civil case brought by the Inspector General found three
Air Force crew members guilty and sentenced them to three-months
suspension from duty, the most severe punishment available. The
Prosecutor General’s Office continues to pursué a criminal case in the
civilian court system agamst the three Air Force members ‘

In July 2004, the Inter-Amencan Court of Human nghts found that
. the Colombian Government shared responsibility for the murders of 19
" -merchants by paramilitaries in Puerto Boyaca, Boyaca Department, on
October 6, 1987. The ruhng obliges Colombia to fulfill 23 conditions,
. incjuding publicly recognizing its responsibility in the massacre, paying
~ compensation to the victims'relatives, and reopening the criminal
investigation, so as to punish those responsible. The Courtruled that the
GOC shared responsibility for the deatlis based on the determination that the
_ paramilitary groups that carried out the murders acted with the collaboration
and support of various military duthorities in the region. The Court's
. . decision marks the first timé an international court has sanctioned the GOC
for its involvement in the “creation and strengthening” of paramilitary
~ groups in the 1980s. Paramilitary groups were only ruled illegal by the
"GOC in 1989. President Uribe nnmedlately and publicly accepted the
verdict, saying that Colombia is “a country of laws that respects court |
:. decisions.” He also insisted that the actions of the military-commanders in
charge of the zone at the time be reviewed, since they allegedly facilitated -
the detentlon of the victims. .

. Two recent h1gh-proﬁle cases illustrate ongoing cooperation between
the Armed Forces and judicial authorities, but also raise some concerns that
will requlre further evaluation as the mveshgatlons develop

- Members of the Colombian Army’s Sixth Bngade kﬂled five civilians
in Cajamarca, Tolima Department on April 10 during an operation against
the FARC. Armed Forces Commander General Carlos Alberto Ospina
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, acknowledged on Apnl 11 that the military was responsﬂ)le for the tragedy,
saying that the soldiers had mistaken the civilians for FARC due to
information of guerilla activity and poor visibility. ‘The Supreme Council of
the Judiciary reviewed the case and referred the matter to the military justice - -
system on June 9. At the same time, preliminary mves‘ugatmns revealed '

- discrepancies between the evidence and the soldier’s version of évents: On

. June 21, the Military Liaison office.of the Inspector General opened a case
against the nine soldiers involved for committing serious human rights
violations and added, “the evidence suggests indefensible acts. against people
‘uninvolved in the internal conflict.” Given the contradiction bétween the

. military’s account and some of the evidence, the Inspector General has
called for an autopsy of the other four victims to uncover further - .

. information. Minister of Defense Utibe called for the troops involved in the
Cajamarca incident to‘submit to lie-detector exams, promised, that these case
would be resolved speedily and stated that any soldiers guilty of ‘wrong-
doing would be brought to justice.

. Another mcldent took place in Arauca Department on August 5 when
soldlers from the Army's 18th Brigade shot and killed three trade union
members’ out31de a rural home riear Saravena, Arauca department. Mlhtary
authorities asserted that the three labor activists were members of the ELN
guerrilla group and opened fire upon the soldiers’ during a routine operation’
to execute arrest warrants. Government officials initially supported the
military version of events. Colombia's three major labor federations-
denounced the military's actions, calling the killings “extrajudicial
executions,” and denied that the labor activists had ties to the ELN. The

"Prosecutor General’s office issued arrest warrants for the three soldiers
nvolved in the killings on September 6, 2004 based on evidence that the -
three unionists were shot at close range. Vice President Safitos, who
originally supported the military’s version of the incident, has sincé lauded
the Prosecutor General’s order to detain the three soldiers involved (see also
section 563(a)(2)(A)) and urged speedy resolution of this case. Following

. the decision to issue arrest warrants for the three soldiers, Minister of
- Defense Uribe issued a statement in | support of the investigation and urged
transparency and clarity in the judicial process. All three individuals have
~ been preventatwely detained in a military facility pendmg resolution of thc
case. . :

. "~ UNCLASSIFIED | |
.




UNCLASSIFIED
18

Section 563 (aj(2)(D) requires a determination that:

‘The Colombian Armed Forces have made substantial progress in
severing links (including denying access to military mtelhgence,

- vehicles, and other equipment or supplies, and ceasing other
forms of active or tacit cooperation) at the command, battalion,
and brigade levels, with paramilitary organizations, especially in -
regions-where these organizations have a significant presence.

The Colomblan Armed Forces are taking effective action to sever
links between military personnel and paramilitary units at the command,
battalion and biigade levels. In addition, President Alvaro Uribe and
Defense Minister Jorge Uribe have stated repeatedly, both publicly and in -
discussions with U.S. officials, that they Will not tolerate collaboration
between military personnel and paramilitary groups.

_ In a letter sent to members of the U.S. Senate in August 2004,
President Uribe s4id that collaboration between members of the Armed .
Forces and paramilitaries is “atypical and at odds with the position of the
Colombian Government and the attitude of an overwhelming maj jority of
Armed Forces' members. The government is actively engaged in
strengthening preventive and control mechanisms and punishing this

.behavior, which both the State and society regard as unacceptable.”-

.The Colombian military leadership has issued guidance to the
Colombian military to address the problem of former service members who,
join the United Sélf-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) while maintaining
their connections with active duty soldiers. The Colombian military is
seeking to identify former career soldiers with ties to illegal armed groups
and their acfive duty contacts, and has expressly restricted the access of such. -
individuals to military facilities. The Armed Forces have increased base
security and force protection measures to deter unauthorized contacts
between active duty personnel and criminal elements such as paramilitari_es.

* The Armed Forces have provided support to clvﬂlan prosecutors and
* judicial authorities investigating and prosecuting alleged paramilitaries. The
Colombian National Police are responsible for executing arrest warrants in _
urban areas, but the Armed Forces frequently execute arrests in rural areas or
areas where there is no police presence.. The Colombian Armed Forces
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belped the Fiscalia to execute 1 17 arrest warrants against parannhtanes
between January and August. 2004 :

- According to the Colombian Vice President’s office, in the period of
January through July 2004, the Armed Forces captured or detained 2,681
paramlhtanes and handed them over to the appropriate authorities, a 64
percent increase over the number of paramilitaries captured during the same
;period in 2003. They alse killed in combat 338 paramilitaries, a 100 percent
increase over January through July 2003. During that same period, the
Colombian military seized from paramilitary groups over 2000 weapons,
over 1100 grenades and other exploswes commurications equlpment 384
vehicles, and 13 boats. .

The AUC, the largest of the paramilitary groups, announced a

" unilateral cease-fire in December 2002. The Peace Commissioner's Office
and nine AUC spokesmen agreed on July 15, 2003 to begin formal peace
negotiations. The agreement commits the two sides to the phased
concentration and demobilization of AUC fighters; the goal is to complete
demobilization before the end of 2005, but the process will be complicated
and slow. - Two small-scale demoblhzatlons which involved approximately
1000 paramlhtary fighters, took place in November and Decemb_er 2003.

After negotiations with AUC leaders appeared to reach an impasse in
March and Apnl 2004, paramilitary leaders suddenly signed.an accord on
May 13 agreeing to concentrate with over 400 of their troops ina special 13-
by-13 mile zone near Santa Fe de Ralito, Cérdoba Department. In
accordance with the agreement, Colombian government forces will surround
the zone to provide. security and control all entry and exit. The government
will not arrest-or attack the paramilitary leaders provided that they remain in
the zone, carry out no illegal activities while concentrated, their forces
'.contmue to respect the cease-fire, and they continue negotiations to
demobilize the balance of their forces.

On July 1, paramilitary leaders concentrated in Santa Fe de Ralito,
with several hundred paramilitary troops. Since then, the government has
_met several times with the leaders to negotiate details of the concentration
and demobilization. The Colonibian govemment was not able fo reach an
agreement with all the paramilitary leaders. Some AUC signatoties retain
strong reservations; others have refused to participate in talks to date.
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Accordingly, the Colombian Armed Forces contmue to take m111tary action
. against paramilitary units. :

'Not only were the Colombian Armed Forces severing ties to - _
paramilitary organizations, they were actively combating the paramilitaries
_in the following operations: .

.o On January 13 the Army’s Sixth Brigade troops captured suspected
. para;tmhtanes William Alberto Dominguez and Rodolfo Conde Torres
in La Victoria, Caldas Department. They are being investigated for the
murder of a former mayoral candidate. .

. & "On Januaiy 20 the 30th Marine Infantry Fluvial Battalion dismantled a
" camp belonging to the AUC in San Pablo Municipality, southern
Bolivar. In the camp, Navy units found 400 gallons of airplane fuel
and confiscated an AK-47 rifle, ammunition, and quarterimaster
supplies. As part of the same operation, marines seized 600 galions of
gasoline stolen from Ecopetrol.-

» On January 21 Fifth Brigade troops arrested seven members of the
- AUC who had been trafficking narcotics. Soldiers seized 4.5 kilos of
" -cocaine, as well as a revolver and three motorcycles dunng the
operation.

e On January 26 units from the Army s "Batalla de Cahbm" Engineers
Battalion arrested 15 members of the Middle Magdalena Bloc of the
AUC in Cimitarra Mumclpahty, Santander, Troops seized 60 kilos of -

: urea, 60 gallons of gasoline, 250 kilos of coca leaves, 45 gallons of
-~ ammonia and discovered 45 hectares of coca bushes. :

e OnlJ anuary 29 forty soldiers from the Army's Second Division
clashed with an AUC squad from the "Vencedores de Arauca” Bloc in
Casanare on the border with Arauca Department. 21 paramilitaries

.- . _and one soldier were killed and two more soldiers were wounded.

' The leader of the paramilitaty group, alias "El Cantante," and the
second in command and finance chief alias, "El Pollo," were killed in
the offensive. At the site of the clashes, soldiers found dozens of

-weapons and more than 5,000 cartridges. Four vehicles and a

_motorcycle were impounded.
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: ¢ - Also on January 29 troops from the Army 14th Brigade clashed with -
b S members of the "Isidro Carreno" Front of the AUC's Middle
' - Magdalena Bloc in Landazuri and Santa Helena del Opon
: oo “Municipalities, Santander Department. Luis Alfonso Rangel Bernal,
: - the Front’s second in command, was killed along with two others.
'Rangel Bernal was the leader of the Casablanca squad in southern
Santander and was linked to seven ongoing investigations for .
homicide, gasoline theft; drug trafficking, and forced displacement.
Soldiers séized weapons, explosive material, and 25 pounds of coca
‘paste valued at 240 million pesos. The rmhtary also recovered two.
~ vehicles, 50 gallons of gasoline, and several pieces of
commumcatlons equlpment

e OnFebruary 5 Army troops discovered a large weapons and
: ammunition cache in Puerto Berrio, Antioquia. It belonged to the
, Central Bolivar Bloc of the AUC. Fourteenth Brigade soldiers
‘ unearthed 57 AK-47 rifles, four PKM machine guns, five M-16 rifles,
. twoo G-3 rifles, three éarbines, a 16-gauge shotgun; a2 homemade
shotgun, a 45-mm pistol, a .38-caliber revolver, 78 clips, 21 grenades,
and 14,223 cartridges of assorted caliber. Soldiers also found 16
grenade launchers. Troops also ¢confiscated communications
equipment, 103 dynamite sticks, and one kilo of cocaine,

s On February 24 quick intervention by the Army prevented 200 -
paramilitaries, under the command of Miguel Arrollave, from
.murdermg over 100 civilians in Villanueva, Casanare Depattment. 'In

- the ensuing combat, 10 soldiers and 22 paramilitaties were killed.

« OnMarch 11 eight paramilitaries from the Calima Blog of the AUC,
including their alleged leader, Manuel Jaime Zabala, alias “Victor,”
. were killed during a confrdntation with Palace Ba'ttalion troops.

e On March 25 fourteen nnhtants from the Central Bolivar Bloc (BCB)
of the AUC wete killed and eight captured in a military operation in -
southern Bolivar Department

e OnMay 1l tr00ps from the Third Marine Infantry Rlﬂemen clashed
‘ with a squad of the AUC in El Guamo Mumc:lpahty, Bolivar
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‘ Department. In the skirmish, Reinaldo Ramos was killed and four «
' ; * more sélf-defense members were arrested. Ramos was a close
associate of Alexis Mancilla, alias "Zambrano" leader of the AUC
Front "Heroes de Los Montes de Maria." The military impounded
five vehicles and seized weapons, quaitermaster supplies,
communications equipment and docurments of interest to Navy
intelligence. ' R

- & On June 8 soldiers from the "Antonio Ricaurte" Battalion and

- Santander Police seized weapons, over 7000 cartridges, and -
communication radios during military operations against members of
the AUC's "Walter Sanchez" Front in Sabana de Torres Municipality,
Santander. - Authorities also dismantled a training school that
belonged to the front and found 3.7 kilos of coca paste.

¢ On June 16 Army 14th Brigade troops dismantled a camp belonging
to the Jose Luis Zuluaga Front of the Middle Magdalena Peasant Self--
Defense Groups in Antioquia. Troops arrested four paramilitaries and
confiscated weapons and vehicles. One non-commissioned.officer
was killed in the operation.- ' :

» On July 6 Army 2" Brigade troops arrested 16 members of the- AUC’s
Northern Bloc in Southern Magdalena. Soldiers also seized weapons,
comrhunications equipment, and vehicles, ‘ o

* On Augist 17 Army troops destroyed a paramilitary camp and drug- -
_processing center in Boyaca Department. At the site they discovered
. housing for 350 people, 2,000 gallons of gasoline, 100 gallons of
stilfuric acid and 55 drums of partially processed coca leaves.

' The Armed Forces have also provided Support to civilian prosecutors
and judicial authorities investigating and prosecuting alleged
-paramilitaries. Examples of this cooperation inchide:

o With the support of the Army Third Division and local police, the
Prosecutor General’s Office was able to send a special commission to

. Puerto Tejada and Cali, Valle de Cauca Department January 29 —
February 3, 2004. The operation resulted in the capture of 25 people,

~ including the founder and commander of a paramilitary grouip in -
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* Puerto Tejada, finance chief of the same group, and many of the
.group’s assassins. Weapons, cell phones, four vehicles, and
documentation were also recovered. '

¢ The Prosécutor General’s Ofﬁce sent a 3pec:1a1 commission to Cauca
March 27-30, 2004. Prosecutors and investigators were assisted by
the Cauca Police and Army units and were able to search for
paramilitary membérs in Balboa and Popoyan. A total of fourteen
AUC members were captured, including Jose Ramon Ortiz, alias “El
Pija,” who is the leader of paramilitaries in the south of Cauca -

- Department. The Commlssmn also seized numerous Weapons and

eight vehicles. -

¢ -In April 2004, the local Army- Bngade assisted the Prosecutor _
General’s Office with securlty and transportation for its investigations
into the 1999 massacre in El Tigre, La Hormiga, Puerto Asis,
Putumayo. .

e The Prosecutor General sent a commission to Villa Garzon, Putumayo
from May 13 to 20, 2004, to investi gate paramilitary presence there.
The prosecutors were aided by the Mocoa Jungle Brigade with

- transportation and security. The team was able to apprehend the
.paramlhtary leader in V1]la Garzon.

" o The Prosecutor General sent a special commission to _
Barrancabermeja, Santander in May and June 2004. With the support
- oflocal police and military units, twenty prosecutors and forty judicial
investigators converged in Barrancabermeja for a two-month fact-

' finding trip. They met with a number of human rights and social
NGOs, investigating allegatnons of paramilitary violence, social
cleansing, and other crimes. Asa result of these meetings, the
Fiscalia was able to re-open 29. mvestlgatlons that had previously been .

-closed. Based on testimony of peasant soldiers and other witnesses,
they opened a substantial number of new mveshgatlons against -

- paramilitary leaders in'the area and against businesses operating as
fronts for illegal self-defense groups. The prosecutors set up over 100
phone taps and &lso made progress in mvestlgatmg paramilitary '
gasoline theft. The team also captured six AUC members who were
wanted on charges of homicide, conspiracy, forced dlsplacement
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+ They took statements from 525 witnesses and exhumed one set of
- remains, o

. On July 14, sold1ers from the Del'Huyar. Battahon helped CT1
. [Technical Investigation Corps, of the office of the Prosecutor =
General] personnel to capture six.presumed members of the AUC: .
The battalion conducted more than 20 raids in rural areas of Bl -
Carmen de Chucuri, Simacota, El Centenario-and along the borders of -
Barrancabermeja Mummpahty With detailed information from a
deserter, two unmarked graves contammg the bodies of a 19-year-old
woman and-a former noncomfnissioned officer, both murdered by the
AUC “were found. '
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Section 563(a)(2)(E) requires a de’t.crmination that:

The Colombian Armed Forces are dismantling paramilitary
leadership and financial networks by arresting commanders and

- financial backers, especially in reglons where these networks have
a significant presence.

The government of Colombia is attemptmg to dismantle fully the
illegal self-defense groups through ongoing peace negotiations. On July-1,

- most of the AUC’s top leaders concentrated in a special zone near Santa Fe
de Ralito, Cordoba Department. The Colombian government. agreed to lift
its arrest warrants on the paramilitary leaders while they remain in the. zone
and continue negotiating peace. The goal of the peace process is to

* dismantle the financial and leadership networks of the paramilitary forces
once and for all, removing thousands of fighters from the battleﬁeld and
helping to bring peace to Colombia.

However the Colombian mlhtaxy continues to fight any paramlhtaxy

faction not represented at the peace talks and any group that is actively

' violating the cease-fire. In February 2004, Commander of the Armed Forces
General Carlos Ospina warned the AUC that if they do not respect the
demobilization agreements and the cease-fire, they will be fought using all
the weapons of the state. He said “All the members of these illegal armed

~ organizations who do not accept the agreements can expect a bullet ora .
bomb.” President Uribe has also taken a tough line with the paramilitaries.

* In April 2004 he said, “The peace process with the illegal self-defense
groups cannot advance in a climate of cease-fire violations, vendettas,
narcotrafficking, and violent confrontations among criminal organizations.
If the self-defense forces want to advance in a.serious peace process, they
must demonstrate their will to peace by accepting a concentration zone, with
clear rules and under the verification of the OAS.  They must move toward
demobilization. If this does not happen, the Government will continue

. combating them until they are eliminated.” -

President Uribe backed up his words when the cease-fire was
flagrantly violated on June 27, 2004 with the kidnapping by AUC forces of
. former Colombian Senator Jose Gnecco and his family in La Guajira
Departiment. The government immediately reinstated its arrest warrants
against those presumed responsible, Rodrigo Tovar Pupo and Hernan -
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' Giraldo Serna, and barred them from rejoining negotiations with other
* paramilitary leaders in the concentration zene on July 1. Gnecco and his’
family were released unharrned
_Paramilitary groups may receive up to 70 percent of their financing
from the illegal drug trade. They are also involved i in extortion, gasoline
'smuggling, and other illegal activities. . The Government of Colombia is
working hard to eradicaté drug cultivation and interdict drug shipments
. throughout Colombia. From January to June 2004, the government of.
Colombia conducted aerial eradication against 63,634 hectares of coca and
- 1,603 hectares of poppy. Government forces destroyed 1064 drug labs,
seized 50 tons of cocaine, and 409 kilos of heroin. An end to the drug trade
will not only make Colombia safer and more governable, it will also stem.
the flow of funds 1:0 all of Colombia’s 1llegal armed groups.

The government’s mterdlctlon efforts were especially successful
during the week of July 16-23. During this period, the Colombian
government seized alinost 13 tons of cocaine in several raids across the N
‘country. -Almost seven tons reportedly belonged to the AUC, with a street
value estimated at $ 134 million.

- The Asset Forfezture and Money Laundering Unit of the Prosecutor
General's Office has 30 prosecutors dedicatéd exclusively to pursuing
money-laundering mafias. These prosecutors are conducting investigations

. - involving amounts totaling $4.240 billion, the equivalent of four times the

" annual earnings of all of the nation’s banks. 459 drug traffickers, 12.

guemllas 40 paramilitaries, and three lqdnappers are ‘being mvestlgated for
money-laundering operations. -

- Some examples of other GOC actions aimed at cuttmg off. ﬁnancmg
for the paramilitary forces include:

¢ In January Colombia cooperated with Italian authorities to bring-down a
. drug-trafﬁckmg ring connected to the AUC. In the course of the
- operation, 110 people weré arrested in Ttaly, Spain, France, Holland, and
Colombia. 5500 kilos of cocaine were seized.

e On February 4 Colombian authorities arrested alleged AUC member
Fanny Cecilia Barrerra de Amaris, who was implicated by U.S. law
enforcement officials in an investigation of AUC attempts to trade
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cocaine for $25 miilion worth of weapons. Barrera faces terronsm and
-narcotics charges in Houston, Texas.

e On February 16 Colombian troops apprehended three alleged
- comimmanders and 11 members of the AUC’s Central Bolivar Bloc in
* - Barrancabermeja. The menin custody are accused of more than 50
homicides and of continued gasoline theft. One of those detained was _
Edinson Navarro Novoa, who accordmg to police is the “gasoline cartel"
chief of finances for the AUC. Also in custody is Luis Fernando
.. Rodriguez Triana, a member of the finance commission of the "gasoline
© cartel." Piry allegedly prowded communications equ1pment to facilitate
. fuel theft and was responsible for the ﬂlegal valves installed in several
" neighborhoods.

-« On April 19 an Army unit caught Alfonso Manuel Narvaez Anaya as he
was receiving extortion money from local merchants. Narvaez is thought
to bé the Finance Commission Chief for the AUC in- El Plato
Municipality, Magdalena

o On April 24 Department of Administrative Security (DAS- FBI
equivalent) detectives arrested Miguel Angel Mateus Morales, the
presumed finance chief of the AUC's Andaquies Southein Bloc. Mateus -
Morales, apparently the brother of the Bloc’s leader, was in Ibague :
miking connections to invest illegally obtained money in the loan shark . .
‘business. The detectives confiscated four million pesos, ammunition, and
-deeds to several propertles Mateus Morales had outstanding arrest
warrants for consplraey, drug trafﬁckmg, and formatlon of illegal armed

groups.

e On May 6 soldiers from the 31st Rifles Battalion dismantled-a 150-

person camp belonging to the AUC's Minero Bloc in Taraza

. Municipality, Antioquia. Troops destroyed two coca "kitchens," 80,000
coca plants, 665 gallons of prepared gasoline, 100 kilos of urea and 100
kilos of cement.. Elsewhere in the rural sector of Zaragoza Municipality,
Antioquia, Army units located and destroyed two AUC ¢oca plantations
(approximately 16,000 plants) and seized 100 kilos of cement, 40 25- .
pound sacks of coca leaves, 25 kilos of caustic soda, 16 gallons of
kerosene and six kilos of potassium permanganate.
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e On May 13 eight paramilitary gasoline thieves were arrested by the
* Hydrocarbons.Elite Group Santander. These individuals: unsuccessfully
+ offered a 2.4 million peso bribe to the officers to avoid arrést. Four
vehicles transportmg a considerable quantity of stolen fuel were
_ impeunded. ’ :

e OnJuly 22 Colombian police destroyed an 111ega1 drug laboratory in
-Caldas Department and seized 850 kilos of cocaine that aliegedly
belonged to a local pararmhtary leader, alias “Rambo?”

- ¢ Also on July 22, police ralded a para:mxhtaxy drug laboratory in Cordoba
. Department and seized 4,448 kilos of cocaine that allegedly belonged to -
Alfredo Berrio, head of the Elmer Cardenas Bloc of the AUC. :

¢ On August 15, almost four tons of cocaine was selzed by police in
Cordoba Deépartment. Accordmg to authorities, the shipment belonged to
- the AUC’s North B]oc

Examples of paramilitary leaders arrested wzth the help of the Armed.
Forces of Colombia and handed over to the approprzate authorities znclude '

‘. On January 31, police and m111tary in Cauca Department apprehended
- Edilson de Jesus Puerta Sierra, commandér and founder of the AUC in
* Puerto Tejada and leader of a group of assassins that operated out of
Cali. Franklin Edisson Santacruz Safra, financier of the AUC in
‘Puerto Tejada and Francinel Rarnirez Usurriaga, commander of the
AUC in Puerto Tejada, were also. .caiight during the same operatlon

- e Dagoberto Perez a leader of paraxmlltary act1v1ty m .
 Barrancabermeja’s Cominune Five was arrested-on February 20, 2004
e The Palace Battalion apprehended Leon Holguin Vasquez, 10g1st1cs
chief for paramilitary forces on the Pacific coast, on February 24,
2004 He was caught.with a vehicle and supplies for over 100 men.

¢ ‘On March 16 Orlando Sepulveda Gomez; third in command of the
AUC's "Isidro Carreno" Bloc, was arrested in Santander by Fifth
"Antonio Galan" Artillery Battalion soldiers.” Sepulveda Gomez is
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accused of sevefal' homicides in La Paz and Santa Helena del Opon ~
Municipalities. ‘

e Juan-Ramon Ortiz, alias El Pija, head of the AUC’s Calima Block, -
- was captured in a joint-operation by the Atmy, Police and Prosecutor
General’s Office on March 30, 2004 in the south of Cauca - ‘
Department. - g :

¢ Parmenio de Jesus Usme Garcia, commander of the AUC’s Heroes do
Granada Bloc, was captured in Antioquia March 30, 2004.

* On April 13 troops from the Army 2nd Brigade, together with .
personnel from the Prosecutor General’s Office, captured J aime
Rodriguez Hernandez, presumed head of the AUC's North Bloc.
Rodriguez Hernandez is known as "El Chacal" and operated in
Barranquilla and Soledad. S .

e Richard Rodriguez, alias ”Brandon,” was captured May 1 in San "~
- Alberto, Cesar. He is accused of killing thiree policemen in Malaga
‘Santander in December 2002 and is a member of the finance .
commission of the Middle Magdalena Peasant Self-Defense Groups.
Rodriguez Camargo has arrest warrants for conspiracy, aggravated
. murder and aggravated theft. ' e

» The Army captured Carlos Noe Buitrago, alias “Perramacho,” on May
" 1in arural area of Monterrey, Casanare in the company of several
bodyguards. He is thought to be the head of finances for the Casanare
* Peasant Self-Defense Groups (ACC). '

¢ OnMay 9 Orlando Duenas Tilvez, alias "Cartagena,” a leader of the
- AUC in Bucaramanga, was caught by the authorities in .
Bucaramanga's El Nogal neighborhood. Duenas is wanted by the
Prosecutor General’s Office for more than 15 executions that he
presumably ordered in the name of the Ceritral Bolivar Bloc.

» Juan Francisco Prada Marquez, alias “J uanchoprada,” head of the
“AUC in southern Cesar Department was captured on May 12, 2004,
He is allegedly responsible for the murder of 3 mayoral candidate and -
her daughter in the town of San Alberto. He is believed tobea '
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| member of the AUCs General Staff. Prada's area of mﬂuence
spanned southern Cesar and parts of Norte de Santander Departments

‘o Army Gaula units in Tauramena captured Jairo Alirio Buitrago .
Rodriguez, on May 17, 2004. He is one ofthe leaders of the ACC and
is also the uncle of Hector Gérman Buitrago Parada, the ACC 7
- commander. There were warrants out for his arrest on charges of drug
trafficking, homicide, and crlmmal assomatlon

. Colombian Navy troops captured Felipe Martinez Vlvero, considered
* to be the head of a group of AUC assassins in the port c1ty of -
' Buenaventura on August 5.

e On August 25, Army 3" Division troops arrested Ramiro de Jesus
Henao Agullar a leader of the AUC’s Pacific Bloc

¢ On August 26 Elkin Casarubio Posada was arrested in Medellm
Casarubio is allegedly a leader of the AUC’s Calima Bloc'and
according to press accounts, a member of the central command. He is
accused of involvement in the murders of moré than’ thirty 1nd1genous
people in Valle and Cauca Departments in April 2001.
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